PANE GYRIOS
The symbol of inviolate friendship between them
was written out and signed with some solemnity.
Evelyn calls this "The marriage of Souls/3 and he
tells her:
"The privileges I claim are that I may visit you
without being thought importunate; that I may
now and then write to you to cultivate my Style;
discourse with you to improve my understanding;
read to you to receive your Reflections; and that you
freely command me upon all occasions without any
reserve whatsoever; you are to write to me when I am
absent; mention me in all your prayers to God, to
admonish me of all my fastings, to visit meinsicknesSj
to take care of me when I am in distress and never
to forsake me, change or lessen your particular
esteem, till I prove unconstant or perfidious and no
man's friend.55
She, on her side, in a letter is equally full and explicit,
declaring him to be "Her first friend that ever I had
and ever shall you be so." His visits were frequent
and his admiration grew.
There are striking passages in his narrative, but
unfortunately this forms a small proportion of his
little book, which is mostly filled with his repeated
and ecstatic expressions of admiration. When he
visited her she was generally in her oratory, but he
notes that her piety was not only contemplative but
found expression in many acts of kindness and
charity. Evelyn looked after her pecuniary affairs
and was always at her side as a counseller and friend.
She was ever disciplining herself, and correcting
255